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A Message From Rabbi Kane  

 Today is the Birthday of the World. 

 
That is just one of the things we proclaim on Rosh        
Hashanah. Tradition tells us that this is actually the           
anniversary of the 6th day of creation, the day Adam was 
"born." 
 
What are we actually celebrating? The notion of time. Or 
perhaps more specifically, the gift of time and choice. As 

each human is gifted another day by God, we are also gifted with the power to 
choose the use of that gift. 
 
Just as a created item can be a tool or a weapon, so do we all have the choice    
to use or abuse our precious time. Ultimately, that's what our process of               
repentance is about. 
 
We are granted an opportunity to look back on our experiences for the last year 
and to decide how we spent our time. Are we proud of each month, week and 
day? 
 
The challenge is not to be better than anyone except for ourselves. 
 
But, admitting that we need improvement is challenging at best. That is called          
repenting. 
 
Then we pivot. We stop looking at the past and start to look at possible futures. 
 
And so, each day begins with a choice. 
 
Pick one: 
 
a. I would like to start the day thanking God for__________. 
 
b. I would like to start the day complaining about __________. 
 

Each day, the rest of our time flows from that moment. 

 

The choices are ours. 

Rabbi S. David Kane 
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The 

Presidents’  

Dear Fellow Congregants and Rabbi Kane, 

I hope you are all doing well as we move closer to the High Holidays and the end of the Jewish 
Year 5785. An eventful year would be an understatement. So, as we do in our wonderful culture, I 
am going to blend a little bit from here and a little bit from there to share my message to you as we 
move into 5786. 
 
As Elul is the last month in the Jewish yearly cycle before Rosh Hashanah, Elul is viewed as a 
month of reflection on the previous year and looking forward to the next year. With this focus, 
Elul is regarded as a month of Teshuva, forgiveness and beginning with a clean slate.  
 
As I approach my 16th month of the presidency here at B’nai Torah, I am moved by the acts of 
kindness and support you have all shared, and for that I am grateful. We continue to have        
challenges too, from growing our Congregation, maintaining an aging facility, and having a 
healthy flow of financial support. We have accomplished a great deal, but not enough. In July I 
made an appeal to all of you, and I will share it again:  
 
With that being said, some of us have more resources than others, I am  reaching 
out to you for your support and assistance. We have buildings that need tender love 
and care; we are changing our Security Company and engaging the Ormand Police 
Department for many reasons, and I will touch on that a little further down; we have 
and are still attempting to raise funds and grants from FEMA and other resources 
with little traction. So, this does not come easy for me, please reflect what Rabbi 
Kane and Congregation B’nai Torah has meant to you, has influenced you and your 
families with cherished memories. And today continues to do so with our               
programming, events, and services. Please reflect on that little extra (or a lot extra  
if you can) with the General Fund, so we can continue to be the extended family to 
all. Whatever you share will be a blessing and a mitzvah.  
 
On the fundraising side, we have 3 events planned so far, Eat, Laugh, and Bid, Sunday, October 
19th, the 2nd Annual Gala Gourmet Dinner with a New Orleans Twist in February 2026, and our 
Poker Tournament at the Hard Rock Hotel in March. Let’s all  participate. It’s part of  belonging to 
our Congregation. 
 
Look forward to seeing you at services or at one of our functions and remember, if you find it in 
your heart to volunteer, to make a difference, please step up and let the answer be yes, you won’t 
be sorry, you will be performing the Mitzvah. 
 
Wishing all a Shana Tova, may the New Year be sweet, and bring you health and happiness.  
 
With compassion, mercy, intent, and love, wishing you health and prosperity,  

Howard 
President of Congregation B’nai Torah  
HowardHeyHeyAyin1@gmail.com   (386)-886-2343 
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Congregation B’nai Torah Religious School Report 
By Valerie Kisseloff 

Welcome Back CBT & Shalom School Families!   

Greetings, CBT Religious School Families! 

We are excited to welcome all our CBT and Shalom School 

families back after the summer! August was a busy month as 

Shalom School launched the 2025–2026 school year with our 

first Sunday session on August 24th. We are thrilled to share 

that more than 55 children are registered this year across 

Temple Beth-El and Congregation B’nai Torah. 

Our Welcome Back Celebration was filled with energy and creativity. Families         

enjoyed a variety of interactive stations, including challah baking (with plenty of    

delicious aromas!), decorating challah covers, crafting mezuzahs and scrolls, and  

coloring a Shalom School banner that can be displayed throughout the school year. 

This year, we continue our special tradition of shared learning between our           

congregations: the first half of the school year will be hosted at Temple Beth-El, and 

the second half at Congregation B’nai Torah. Looking ahead, there are many           

opportunities for families to connect and celebrate together: 

Welcome Back/Kid & Tot Shabbat Dinner – Friday, September 5th at 6:00               

p.m. at CBT - RSVP to Kay at the CBT Office (CBT religious school students are 

FREE!) 

CBT Religious School Cleanout Day – Sunday, September 7th at 9:15 a.m. 
While the children are in Shalom School, CBT parents (with help from the Men’s 
Club!) will join forces to organize supplies, move furniture, and prepare our space  
for hosting. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing our CBT teens helping Rabbi lead services during 

Rosh Hashanah next month. Finally, Shalom School is organizing a sweet Rosh 

Hashanah Apples & Honey Fundraiser. All proceeds will go directly to the Shalom 

School Scholarship Fund. To support this effort, please contact Kay in the CBT office 

for an order form. 

With so many opportunities for learning, celebration, and community ahead, we  

look forward to another meaningful and exciting year! 

 -Val Kisseloff 
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KID & TOT SHABBAT 
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SHALOM SCHOOL KICKOFF 
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Fall is upon us, and we had record-breaking attendance for the High Holidays 
at Congregation B’nai Torah. Sisterhood provided Challah, Apples and Honey 
for Rosh Hashanah. If you missed this year’s Break the Fast, you missed a great 
meal, and the camaraderie between B’nai Torah and Temple Israel. Be sure to 
plan on attending in 2024. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Thursday October 26th - B’nai Torah’s Sisterhood Mah Jongg Tournament 

(There are only a few seats left!) 
Thursday November 9 th - 11:45 to 2 PM—Shopping & Lunch at Don Pepper’s 

Mexican Grill,v Ormond Beach.  
Friday December 8th - Hanukkah Dinner & Shabbat at Congregation B ’nai 

Torah 
Sunday December 10th—Hanukkah at the Hard Rock 
Thursday December 14 th - Hanukkah Party & Program  

 

What we do as individuals is awesome. What we do as a congregation is  
inspiring. As we each have special talents and skills, think about what you can  
share with your Sisterhood. Our board will be reaching out to ask you to help in 
this new year. Please say, “YES, I can help make a difference.” Our Sisterhood 
needs you. Congregation B’nai Torah is depending on us. 
  

 Thank you for supporting our Sisterhood this year and every year prior, and 
most importantly the years to come. 

 Thank you sooo much to all the donors who gave to fund our wonderful 
Break the Fast! 

 A very special Thank You to all the Angels who helped in the kitchen and 
worked so diligently to help make our High Holidays so special. Without all of 
YOU, we would be  nothing. 

 
Toda Raba, ֹו וֹוֹוֹ  וֹ  וֹ  תּוֹדוֹה וֹ
 
Barbara Kusnick 
B’nai Torah Sisterhood President 

Download the CBT Sisterhood Membership Application 
HERE 

Sisterhood in the News 
Dear CBT Congregants and Sisterhood, 

August brought more changes to CBT Sisterhood.  August 11th , we voted for a new  

President and board.  I am looking forward to serving as President, but encourage    

everyone’s input.  We had a great time at game day at CBT on August 14th.  We have a 

new Facebook group for Sisterhood members and if you want to join it, send me a      

Facebook friend request or ask any member to add you.  We have a number of events 

planned in the coming months, and hope that many of you will join us! 

CBT Sisterhood Board of Directors; 

President………………………………………………… Eileen Surrey 

Vice President ………………………………………… Barbara Kusnick 

Vice–President Programing……………………..  Netta Weiner 

Vice -President Fundraising……………………... Sema Friedman 

Secretary…………………………………………………..Laura Ashkenazi 

Treasurer ……………….………………………………..Lea Moskowitz 

Membership Chair …………………………………… Marcia Bergman 

 

The upcoming events are: 

Sept 5th      Welcome back dinner at CBT 6 pm reservations required (deadline 

passed)        

Sept 13th    Selichot at CBT 6 pm Ice cream social to follow 

Sept 14th    “All Shook Up” at Daytona Playhouse 2 pm - tickets available 

Oct  9th        Game day at CBT 1- 4 pm $10 donation snacks provided 

Nov 13th      Mah Jongg Tournament 

 

I look forward to meeting those I haven’t and to seeing all of you! 

Eileen Surrey 

President  386-236-9939 

 

   Break the Fast Sponsorships are now                 

available. Make your donation to the Sisterhood    

by check or online!  

                  Download the CBT Sisterhood Membership Application 

  HERE 

file:///C:/Users/CBI32/OneDrive/Desktop/Office Files/Sisterhood/2023-2024/Sisterhood Letter with Form 2023-2024.pdf
file:///C:/Users/CBI32/OneDrive/Desktop/Office Files/Sisterhood/2023-2024/Sisterhood Letter with Form 2023-2024.pdf
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Our  

Spectacular  

Sisterhood  

Game Day 
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George’s 93rd Bday! 

WHAT 

A  

FABULOUS 

93RD BDAY  

FOR 

GEORGE SELIS! 

EVERYONE 

HAD A 

GREAT TIME! 
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By Ken Haberman 
 

Greetings everyone,  hard to believe it is already September. The good part  

is that the heat and humidity will be leaving us soon! 

 

The Congregation B’nai Torah Men’s Club currently has 13 members. We had    

a Zoom meeting on August 28, 2025 to discuss Calendar Planning and Events, 

Fundraising, Membership, and Coordination with the Sisterhood. 

 

And don’t forget, that there can be FUN in FUNdraising. An example is our 

yearly Schnapps in the Sukkah. This is a fun way to celebrate the Jewish harvest 

fall festival of Sukkot. Details to come! Last year’s event was a lot of fun, and 

also raised money for the Men’s Club and  the Synagogue. 

 

I have been in contact with Chuck Weisman of Temple Beth-El, who is the    

Vice President of their Men’s Club and is a member of ours as well. We are 

coordinating our schedules so there will be no conflicts or overlapping. 

 

The Men’s Club will assist with a Mitzvah Day on Sunday, September 7th at  

9:15 AM for the Shalom School (at CBT) to clean up and prepare for the          

upcoming school year.  Light refreshments will be provided afterwards in the 

CBT Oneg area.  

 

I hope everyone has a blessed September, and upcoming High Holidays! 
 

 

You can always check the Men's Club page on the CBT       

website: https://mybnaitorah.org/mens-club/ 

 
As always, let me know if you have any great ideas you’d like 
the Men's Club to facilitate. Contact me:  386-679-2320 
cbtobmensclub@gmail.com 
 
Thanks! Ken Haberman, CBT Men's Club President  
Here's the link to submit: https://mybnaitorah.org/mens-club-
donation/ 
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MENSCH OF THE MONTH 
By our Congregant Ray Leonard 

 
September “Mensch of the Month” George Selis 

Our Mensch of the Month for September, George Selis, has lived a full and happy 93 
years, always with a sense of optimism. He has had some fortunate occurrences and 
has had the energy and drive to take advantage of them. Congregation B’nai Torah has  
been a beneficiary; possibly we would not exist without his special efforts. 
 
George’s ancestors left Poland, then part of the czarist empire, around the end of the 
19th century, settling in the New York area. His parents were from Brooklyn and the Bronx, 
and he grew up in a one-bedroom walk-up apartment with his sister in Brooklyn. His father 
worked in the sanitation department and mother in a department store. In the 1930’s        
depression, it was fortunate that they were working! 
 
With the Korean War beginning, George got his mother to sign a waiver so he could enlist 
in the navy at 17, to avoid the Army draft. But he got so seasick on the Staten Island Ferry     
going to his enlistment that he abruptly switched and joined the army. He was sent to     
Germany, however. He remembers a bleak devastated country with a resentful population. 
 
One of life’s turning points came the day he left the army as that was the day he met 
Eileen. After a five-month romance, they were married, and it stayed that way for a 
happy 72 years. George got a job at the United Nations. It was not high diplomacy; he 
worked in maintenance keeping the air conditioning and heating running. However, 
while he was working there, he and Eileen managed to purchase the drugstore under 
the apartment that he grew up in. They turned it into a soda fountain and named it “The 
Klink.” The staff wore prison uniforms. The desserts featured “the Alcatraz Float” which  
was an ice cream sundae, the “Wardens Delight”, a banana split and “Solitary 
Confinement” a single ice cream scoop. George worked there evenings after his day 
job. 
 
After 13 years at the UN, George was ready for something new and took a job as a 
Manager of a New York Beltone Franchise, selling hearing aids. After several years, he 
learned the Beltone business thoroughly but despite his best efforts was unable to 
purchase the franchise. So, in 1975 he and Eileen decide to make a fresh start in 
Miami. Using the funds he had accumulated in hopes of purchasing the New York 
Beltone franchise, he purchased a restaurant, “The Humdinger.” Unfortunately,              
“The Humdinger” did not live up to its name and went under. Then one of life’s                  
coincidences happened and George took full advantage. Looking for employment, he       
answered a generic ad looking for someone with sales experience. It turned out to be      
Beltone’s Miami franchise. George interviewed and of course got the job. They were 
amazed how quickly he “learned the business…” In no time at all he was running the place. 
He purchased the Daytona Beach Franchise and was eventually instrumental in owning 
fourteen offices with over 200 employees, together with his son Mark, to complete a       
successful career, before retiring in a beautiful seaside condominium in Ormond Beach. 
  

 

Continued on next page 
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George came from a secular Jewish family, only celebrating the holidays with his 
grandparents. Eileen’s side was more religious, and their two boys received a Jewish 
education and became  bar mitzvah, Mark while they were still in New York, and Scott 
in Miami. When they settled in Ormond Beach, they joined Temple Israel and George 
served as President. However, along with the “original seven” they found the working of 
that congregation too restrictive and the group that included four other past presidents 
of Temple Israel formed our Congregation B’nai Torah. George was central to that 
effort, particularly in the fundraising and was tireless, especially in the early years, in 
doing whatever he could to build the foundations of the successful congregation we all 
enjoy. He proudly experienced his Bar Mitzvah at age 72 at Congregation B’nai Torah. 
 
George has traveled to Israel twice and has a strong attachment to that country. He 
believes Israel can take care of itself and should not be unduly influenced by outside 
pressure. There is still antisemitism in the world, and we need a home. 
 
After a wonderful 72-year partnership, raising two sons with professional careers 
(younger son Scott is an attorney in Ormond Beach practicing elder law), six 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren, George lost his beloved wife Eileen.  
However, at 93, he considers every day of good health a blessing. He enjoys his family, 
temple friends and has never lost his sense of optimism. He has always tried to make 
things better and our world is a better place because of him. 
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  SAVE THE DATE ! 
Calling all Mah Jongg Players 
Tournament, Thursday, November 13, 2025 

  10:00 AM Registration 
11:00 AM  Start Time  

 
Congregation B’nai Torah Sisterhood 
403 N. Nova Road, Ormond Beach, FL 

 
Please contact Eileen Surrey 561-573-1431 
    OR   Semareva Friedman 386-264-1508 
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Eti Moscovici Theumann by Laura Ashkenazi 

Lillian Stofsky by Irma Sue Stofsky 
Jack Rotstein by Lyuda Chigirinskaya 

Sharon Baer by Irma Sue Stofsky 
Leo Theuman by Laura Ashkenazi 

Ida Minus by Ira Freedman 

Yahrzeit Donations 

Thank You for Your Donations to The Rabbi Fund 

Gail & Zev Cohen       Jerry Epstein   Deena Stein 
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 Thank you to the Kitchen Angels who made 

George’s 93rd Bday such a success! 

 
Thank you to all of the families who came to the 

Shalom School Kickoff.  

 

   Thanks to Alan Kisseloff for making Mt. Sinai 
Cemetery beautiful again. 

        2   Lisa Ravede 
        3   Laura Ashkenazi 
        4   Douglas McEwen 
        5   Robin Weiss 
        9   Dr. Chick Hechtman 
       13  Don Holbert 
       15  Larry Cooperman 
       16  Stuart Amols 

   17     Mimi Givarz 
   19     Dr. Alan Goldsmith 
   20    Jerry Leibman 
   23     Scott Davis 
   26     Valerie Kisseloff 
   28     Ellen Rabin 
   29     Betty Berdichevsky 

Happy Birthday from Lea & Charles Moskowitz to: Lisa Ravede, Laura Ashkenazi, 
Douglas McEwen, Robin Weiss, Dr. Chick Hechtman, Don Holbert, Larry Cooperman, 
Stuart Amols, Mimi Givarz, Dr. Alan Goldsmith, Jerry Leibman, Scott Davis, Valerie 
Kisseloff, Ellen Rabin & Betty Berdichevsky 

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION 

 
 

            2  Valerie & Jared Kisseloff                  

 15 Adrienne & David Offenberg 

       13  Lorna & Charles Beck 
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Have an extra hour (or two)?  Volunteer!!! 
We have several homebound congregants who have 

found a visit from a CBT Family Member is one of the 
best ways to bring a smile to their faces.  
Interested in spreading some sunshine?  

Contact Valerie Kane, our interim Chair of the Visiting 
Committee at 386-871-9909. You can help assist the  

elderly members of our congregational family. So please 
consider joining us with this important mitzvah!        

BE A CBT MITZVAH MAVEN! 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Sharing a link to AJC’s website: 
Resource for reporting Antisemitism to Federal  

Agencies, Law Enforcement, and Social Media Guidance  
(https://www.ajc.org/ReportingAntisemitism) 

SPREAD THE NEWS  
Mazel Tov to our new Madame President, Eileen Surrey who is 

the new Sisterhood President. 

 
We are all looking forward to our Welcome Back  

Shabbat Dinner with a new delicious creative menu. 

 
Congrats to Cantor Rich Walters and his new wife, Judy on 

their recent wedding. The newlyweds have returned from their 
honeymoon and are on their way to Richard’s Brothers 70th 

Anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah. 
 

Congratulations to Ira & Son’s Shoe Repair at 298 S. Nova 
Road in Ormond Beach on their “Grand” ribbon cutting        

ceremony that took placed on Thursday, August 28th.  
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PLEASE SUPPORT   
OUR ADVERTISERS! 

Supported in part by the Jewish Federation and the Jewish Federation Endowment Fund. 

TREE OF LIFE 
The Sanctuary of Congregation B’nai  Torah  
houses an impressive Tree of Life, donated by  
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rhodes.  
Stylized “Leaves” or “Foundation Stones”  
celebrate any occasion and will be engraved with the 
name of the celebrated person(s) and any  
other appropriate  information.  
A leaf can be added for a donation of $118. For extra   
special occasions, a  limited number of “Foundation 
Stones” are available for a donation of $500. 
Please call the office at (386) 672-1174 if you would like 
more information about either the  
Memorial Board or the Tree of Life. 

MEMORIAL BOARD 

The Sanctuary of Congregation B’nai Torah houses       
impressive memorial boards.   

Memorial plaques with the names of our dearly 
departed loved ones adorn the boards. A brass  
memorial plaque with the name of your departed loved 
one inscribed thereon can be added to the Memorial 
Board for a donation of $350. 
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    403 N. Nova Road 

    Ormond Beach, FL 32174 

       (386) 672-1174 

    cbtemail@mybnaitorah.org 

www.MyBnaiTorah.0rg 

RESERVE THESE DATES 

CBT REGULAR OFFICE HOURS Mon—Fri 9:00 AM—1:00 PM 
Mon        Sept   1                                         CBT Office Closed for Labor Day  
 
Tue         Sept    2,9,16                     7:00 PM      Bible Study with Rabbi Merrill Shapiro  
Fri           Sept  5                       6:00 PM    Welcome Back Shabbat Dinner & Kid & Tot Shabbat 

Thu         Sept  4,18                  9:00 AM    JPGT Breakfast, Peach Valley Café, Port Orange 
Sun         Sept  7,21                  9:00 AM    Shalom School, Temple Beth-El 
Sat          Sept  13                     7:00 PM    Selichot Service at CBT 
Sun         Sept   14                     2:00 PM    Sisterhood/Men’s Club Dinner, ALL SHOOK UP      

Mon         Sept   15                    7:00 PM     CBT Board Meeting 
Tue         Sept   16                  11:00 AM     Rosh Hashanah Senior Luncheon 
Mon        Sept   22                    7:00 PM     Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Mon        Sept   25                    7:00 PM     Sisterhood Meeting on Zoom 

  PLEASE SEE THE HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE ON PAGE 3 

 Officers and Trustees 
 
 

President:  Howard Silverstein 
Vice President: Mark Givarz 
Treasurer:  Barbara Singer 
Secretary:     
Trustees: Larry Cooperman, Semareva Friedman, Harriet 
Fritts, Ken Haberman, Eneida Kwetkus, Charlie Moskowitz,  
Sherry Armstrong, Dawn Marie Mullins & Alan Kisseloff 
Religious School Chair: Valerie Kisseloff 
Sisterhood: President, Eileen Surrey 
Men’s Club: President, Ken Haberman 
Past Co-Presidents: Adrienne Cooperman & Robin Freedman 

Shabbat services start at 7:00 PM each Friday 

Upcoming Events 

 

  And 5786 

http://www.mybnaitorah.com

