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5 Tammuz – 6 Av 

WHAT A FABULOUS  

TEA PARTY! 
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A Message From Rabbi Kane  

  

 

The Rabbi’s page took a nice 
 vacation and will definitely be 

back next month! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi S. David Kane 
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The 

Presidents’  

Message 

Dear Fellow Congregants and Rabbi Kane, 

I hope you are all well, staying hydrated and keeping cool in our very warm summer of 

2025! 

 

I have been pondering where to begin this month’s newsletter to all of you for the past few 

days, and I keep on coming up with the same answer, share from my heart, so that is ex-

actly what I will do. 

 

First, I must say, I love and respect you all. We may not always agree, we may see diverse 

ways of accomplishing what is good for B’nai Torah and its Congregants, but in the end, we 

all want what is best for our place of worship. Those of you that volunteer, I am in awe of 

your commitment and dedication. 

 

With that being said, some of us have more resources than others, I am  

reaching out to you for your support and assistance. We have buildings that 

need tender love, and care; we are changing our Security Company and en-

gaging the Ormand Police Department for many reasons and I will touch on 

that a little further down; we have and are still attempting to raise funds and 

grants from FEMA and other resources with little traction. So, this does not 

come easy for me, please reflect what Rabbi Kane and Congregation B’nai   

Torah has meant to you, has influenced you and your families with cherished  

memories. And today continues to do so with our programming, events, and 

services. Please reflect on that little extra (or a lot extra if you can) to the  

General Fund, so we can continue to be the extended family to all. Whatever 

you share will be a blessing and a mitzvah. 

 

Now for the serious stuff, I am sharing two parts from our last board meeting, the D’var 

Torah, and my closing thoughts: Do you ever find that something upsetting to you could be 

equally exciting to someone else? Every person could be faced with the same situation, and 

they would react to it differently. We often cannot control what we are faced with, but what 

we can control is our perception of it. With this week’s energy, realize the way you look at 

something is the way it will be. Know that your consciousness is what creates your reality. 

Continued on next page 
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And my closing thoughts: What is the purpose of all our spiritual work? To weaken Amalek, to 

weaken the Negative Side, to weaken the forces of chaos, death, and destruction in this world. 

And we do that the same way we give it strength. To the degree that we see pain and suffering 

in the world or in ourselves and say that it is real and will remain, is to the degree that we give 

strength to the negative forces. This does not mean we are not realistic in what we see. But 

what it does mean is that we see beyond it and say,  ‘Yes, I see terrible darkness; however, it is 

not real, and it is not staying. I do not believe it. I do not accept it. I do not give it strength.”  

That is our job: to weaken the Sitra Achra. The only thing that is real is the Light of the        

Creator, and when we awaken that thought, consciousness, and way of seeing, we diminish the 

strength of the Negative Side.  

Why the change in security for Congregation B’nai Torah, I will start with a little history,    

Martyrs of Blois (1171) The 20th of Sivan is the anniversary of the first blood libel in France. 

On this date in 1171, tens of Jewish men and women were burned alive in the French town of 

Blois on the infamous accusation that Jews used to the blood of Christian children in the   

preparation of matzo for Passover. Antisemitism has taken many forms over the centuries, too 

many atrocities to even touch on. Our current situation in Israel is devastating and painful, 

Rabbi Shapiro this past Saturday morning service shared the many who recently lost their 

lives, both civilians and military, young and old. We know it will not stop there, conflicts will 

continue, and unfortunately so will Antisemitism. It is our responsibility to protect our pre-

cious community to the best of our ability with love and commitment.  

 

We are Jews, we are the faithful, we have had challenges that many have succumbed to, we 

continue with love and dedication. So, I will quote my father Henry, may he rest in peace, 

“Howard, when life gets tough, bend down, pull up your bootstraps, and keep on going!” As 

Jews, I believe this sums up the core of who we are.  

 

Thank you, Rabbi Shapiro, for leading services in Rabbi Kane’s absence. Much appreciation to 

Melanie, Kitchen Angels, Sisterhood, and Men’s Club for your focus, dedication, support, and 

especially the tuna and egg salad! 

 

I look forward to this year of listening, having conversations, laughing, and creating new  

memories with you. With compassion, mercy, intent, and love, wishing your health and     

prosperity.  

Be well, Howard Howard 

HeyHeyAyin1@gmail.com  386-886-2343  

 

Please note that our wonderful “Kabbalah Korner” will  

be taking the summer off and will resume in September. 
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Congregation B’nai Torah Religious School Report 
By Valerie Kisseloff 

 
Hello and Happy Summer to our CBT families! It is my honor 

to write my first Torah Times article for our religious school 

families. As you may have heard, with Miss Helen’s               

departure, I have quite the shoes to fill! I am extremely    

grateful for her guidance over the last year as she’s included 

me in many of the events we’ve planned for Shalom School 

families. This past year, the combining of the CBT and TBE 

religious schools into Shalom School resulted in a year full of 

learning, meeting new faces, reigniting old friendships, and 

ultimately bringing together more than 75 students across the 

Jewish community in our beautiful town of Ormond Beach. I am very excited for the 

year ahead as Shalom School continues to evolve and connect our students and    

families to the teachings and values of Judaism.  

In the coming year, I encourage our families to actively engage in all that Shalom 

School has to offer, as well as Friday night and Saturday morning services and other 

special events at CBT. As planning begins for next school year, keep an eye out for 

updates in the Remind App with details about our monthly Kid & Tot Shabbat,     

Shalom School dates, and more. 

I’d also like to express my gratitude to Robin Freedman, Daniel Friedenzohn,      

Lindsey Goldberg, and Jessica Sznapstajler, for their willingness to serve as CBT   

Religious School Board Members, and to Charlie Moskowitz for serving as our  

Treasurer. We will be meeting in the coming weeks to begin planning for next school 

year and we welcome your ideas, involvement and excitement. Like many              

congregations, we rely on volunteers and we challenge you to consider how you can 

help us have a successful year! 

Thank you again for your support and I wish all our CBT families a Happy Summer! 

-Val Kisseloff 
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Fall is upon us, and we had record-breaking attendance for the High Holidays 
at Congregation B’nai Torah. Sisterhood provided Challah, Apples and Honey 
for Rosh Hashanah. If you missed this year’s Break the Fast, you missed a great 
meal, and the camaraderie between B’nai Torah and Temple Israel. Be sure to 
plan on attending in 2024. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Thursday October 26th - B’nai Torah’s Sisterhood Mah Jongg Tournament 

(There are only a few seats left!) 
Thursday November 9 th - 11:45 to 2 PM—Shopping & Lunch at Don Pepper’s 

Mexican Grill,v Ormond Beach.  
Friday December 8th - Hanukkah Dinner & Shabbat at Congregation B ’nai 

Torah 
Sunday December 10th—Hanukkah at the Hard Rock 
Thursday December 14 th - Hanukkah Party & Program  

 

What we do as individuals is awesome. What we do as a congregation is  
inspiring. As we each have special talents and skills, think about what you can  
share with your Sisterhood. Our board will be reaching out to ask you to help in 
this new year. Please say, “YES, I can help make a difference.” Our Sisterhood 
needs you. Congregation B’nai Torah is depending on us. 
  

 Thank you for supporting our Sisterhood this year and every year prior, and 
most importantly the years to come. 

 Thank you sooo much to all the donors who gave to fund our wonderful 
Break the Fast! 

 A very special Thank You to all the Angels who helped in the kitchen and 
worked so diligently to help make our High Holidays so special. Without all of 
YOU, we would be  nothing. 

 
Toda Raba, ֹו וֹוֹוֹ  וֹ  וֹ  תּוֹדוֹה וֹ
 
Barbara Kusnick 
B’nai Torah Sisterhood President 

Download the CBT Sisterhood Membership Application 
HERE 

Sisterhood in the News 
 

Dear CBT Congregants and Sisterhood, 

What a great time we had in June! We enjoyed two delicious Shavuot lunches, followed 

by a lovely tea party for Helen Farb, Barbara Kusnick, and Lea Moskowitz. Thank you 

so much to everyone who helped with the setup, cooking, and cleanup. We joined The 

Men’s Club at The Cinematique and saw “Musically Opposites Attract,” followed by   

dinner at Stavros. We also went on the Dine and Cruise, and everyone had a wonderful 

time. 

 

July is going to be fun! We will join The Men’s Club again on July 12th for dinner at  

The Starlite Diner, followed by a concert at The Bandshell and fireworks. Our first 

Game Day is scheduled for July 24th at Pictona. On July 30th , we are planning an     

educational event on Tisha B’Av. Please stay tuned for more information. 

We have a Sisterhood Facebook page! Please join us at: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sisterhoodbnaitorah 

 

As we anticipate the new year, we encourage all members to join and support our      

Sisterhood. The  annual dues are only $36.00. Applications along with payments can be 

submitted online at www.mybnaitorah.org, mailed, or dropped off at the CBT office        

between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Tuesday through Friday.  

 

Upcoming Events 
July 12 –             Dinner at The Starlite Diner, Concert at The Bandshell, and fireworks 

July 24 –            Game Day at Pictona 

July 30 –            Educational event on Tisha B’Av at B’nai Torah 

August 14 –       Game Day at B’nai Torah 

September 14 –All Shook Up at The Daytona Playhouse (optional dinner to follow) 

October 9 –        Game Day at B’nai Torah 

November 13 – Save the Date for the Mah Jongg Tournament at B’nai Torah 

December 11 –  Game Day at B’nai Torah 

December 22 – Swan Lake at The Peabody Auditorium 

December 28 – End of the Year Bash (tentative date and event) 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/CBI32/OneDrive/Desktop/Office Files/Sisterhood/2023-2024/Sisterhood Letter with Form 2023-2024.pdf


  

7 

Sisterhood in the News 
 

For more information on these events, please refer to the flyers in The Torah Times or 

the weekly emails. 

 

CBT Sisterhood Board of Directors; 

 

President………………………………………………… Melanie Shiffman 

Vice–President Programing……………………..  Netta Weiner 

Vice -President Fundraising……………………... Sema Friedman 

Vice-President Membership……………………….Marianna Machacek 

Treasurer & Directory………………………………..Lea Moskowitz 

Secretary…………………………………………………..Laura Ashkenazi 

 

 

We are always looking for new ideas and members to get involved. Feel free to call any 

of your Sisterhood Board of Directors for more information. 

 

I hope you all continue to have a wonderful summer. If you have not joined us for an 

event, please consider doing so. We’d love you to join us. 

 

Am Yisrael Chai! 

 

Respectfully, 

Melanie Shiffman,  

Sisterhood President 

 

 

 

                                Download the CBT Sisterhood Membership Application 

HERE 

file:///C:/Users/CBI32/OneDrive/Desktop/Office Files/Sisterhood/2023-2024/Sisterhood Letter with Form 2023-2024.pdf
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TEA 

AND 

MORE 

TEA 
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Our Spectacular  

Sisterhood  

Shavuot Lunches 
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Great Dine & Cruise 
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Men's Club Upcoming events: 
 

 

As of this writing, I'm planning to attend the FJMC (Federation of Jewish Men's 

Club) Convention, which will be held in Chicago, July 3-6.  Howard Silverstein will 

also be present, representing Congregation B'nai Torah.  We hope to pick up new   

ideas for the club, as well as for the synagogue at large.  

 

The Men's Club is in the process of finalizing our leadership.  We hope to have it  

completed towards the end of August.  Once that is completed, we'll put together this 

year's Men's Club calendar.  Be on the lookout for announcements! 

 

In the meanwhile, enjoy your summer! 

 

 

 

You can always check the Men's Club page on the CBT  website: https://

mybnaitorah.org/mens-club/ 

 
As always, let me know if you have any great ideas you’d like the Men's Club to facili-
tate. Contact me:  314-604-5618 cbtobmensclub@gmail.com 
 
Thanks! Mark Givarz, CBT Men's Club President  
Here's the link to submit: https://mybnaitorah.org/mens-club-donation/ 
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MENSCH OF THE MONTH 
By our Congregant Ray Leonard 

 
March “Mensch of the Month” Howard Silverstein 

 

Our July “Mensch of the Month” Congregation B’nai Torah’s President, Howard 

Silverstein, has had an active and eventful life. The constant theme, of which our 

congregation is a grateful beneficiary, is the desire and ability to help people, make their 

lives more enjoyable and to help to make anything he touches run more efficiently and 

smoothly! 

 

Howard’s grandparents emigrated to the United States through England from the Pale of 

the Russian Empire, escaping the programs at the end of the 19 th century. They arrived at 

Ellis Island and settled in the New York area, his grandmother’s family in Brooklyn, his 

grandfather in Jersey City. His father was the patriarch of a family of nine brothers and    

sisters. His father settled in the family home in Jersey City. Economically, it was not an easy 

start, as his father started work selling candy out of the trunk of his car. Eventually, he      

became a candy and toy salesman for Saffer and Simon Company. Howard remembers his 

first job as an eight-year-old, helping sell candy door to door. His first paying job as a 10-

year-old was wrapping candy for the company. Howard had two older brothers; the oldest 

was fourteen years older. The second was only four years older, and Howard was “the acci-

dent” of the family.  

 

To this day, Howard can never understand how his father could afford it, but summers were 

always spent on the Jersey shore. In third grade, Howard was accepted   into a special       

experimental school, which taught innovative methods and science, which he loved. He 

grew up undecided as to whether he wanted to become an astronaut or lifeguard. In his 

summers at the beach, he became an assistant lifeguard, and he still remember incidents 

saving lives. Unfortunately, the experimental school only lasted through sixth grade, and he 

went back to public school. By then the neighborhood in Jersey City had changed and    eth-

nic and racial tensions made it a difficult and dangerous place that taught Howard lessons 

in coping that served him well in later life.  

 

Howard received an academic scholarship to college. He initially studied at Trenton 

State and then transferred to Rutgers. By this time, he was unsure of his goals and 

studied first psychology and then geology and archeology. In the end, he concentrated on 

culinary school and hospitality and finally received his degree at Roosevelt University in 

Chicago.  

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Thus began a whirlwind career of increasingly responsible positions, first directly in 

culinary work, moving up to a Food and Beverage Director. This led to becoming a 

General Manager of Clubs and Marketing in larger organizations. Geographically, he 

moved to all corners of the United States from California to Florida to Chicago, back to 

the northeast, multiple times. He worked for some of the largest and best-known 

corporations in the United States, Ramada Inn, Sheraton, Prime, Playboy and General 

Foods. At the same time, he was honored to become an adjunct professor and a lecturer at 

universities about hospitality and culinary organizations, starting with NYU. Howard          

developed an expertise and reputation as a “turnaround specialist”;  taking an organization 

that was struggling and making it work and become profitable. He enjoyed himself and 

thrived on challenges. His multiple job changes were because of his growing reputation and 

recruitment by organizations that need a fix!  

Finally, back home, with his father’s health failing, his brother (four years older) asked 

him to come home. Together with investors, they purchased a property in Connecticut 

with a restaurant, night club, apartments and businesses and asked him to manage it. 

After his father’s passing, he moved to Port Orange, where he worked as Senior 

Business Director of Development and Hospitality for Entegra for all North America. 

Retiring from that job two years ago, he remains active as a consultant with his 

company Hospitality Dynamic Solutions.  

 

This whirlwind and active career was understandably stressful in his personal life. Yet 

Howard has five daughters, ranging in age from 36 to 21 and is anxiously hoping for 

grandchildren which have not yet arrived…. 

 

Howard grew up in an orthodox Jewish home and received his bar mitzvah. All his life, 

he did his best to be a part of the religion, and his daughters received bat mitzvahs. But 

the constant moves made it difficult to ever be a part of a Jewish community. He recalls 

their Mikvahs as moving events in his life. In the past few years, he has begun to 

seriously study Kabbalah and believes that he now is feeling a more spiritual connection 

with Judaism, and it has become a core part of his life. He credits our Rabbi Kane with 

helping him make this connection. He considered it a singular honor to be offered the 

presidency of Congregation B’nai Torah. 

 

Howard’s wide-ranging career has given him deep insights into all aspects of American 

life and beliefs. He is sensitive to the dangers of antisemitism and considers it one of his 

responsibilities as our president to help protect us from its potential dangers.  

 

Howard’s remarkable career has demonstrated his special abilities, and we are indeed   
fortunate at Congregation B’nai Torah that he is one of us and truly deserves “Mensch of the 

Month” as he guides our congregation as our president. 
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Ida Benson by Norman Feldman 

Sonny Freedman by Ira Freedman 
Ilene Rotstein by Jonathan Rotstein 

Robert Fox by Gary Fox 
Mildred Hozman by Ira Freedman 

Sophie Stein by Deena Stein 
Charles Reed by Irma Sue Stosky 
Harriet Siel by Sherry Armstrong 

Mickey Rothenberg by Irma Sue Stofsky 
Jennie Beck by Charles Beck 

Dorothy Rothenberg by Irma Sue Stofsky 
Boris Chigirinskiy by Lyuda Chigirinskaya 

David Gewisgold by Arlene Cogen 
Pearl Gewisgold by Arlene Cogen 

Herman Gewisgold  by Arlene Cogen 
Rose Abramson by Norman Feldman 

Mildred Gordon by Sue Abel 
Ida Gayer by Deena Stein 

Yahrzeit Donations 

Thank You for Your Donations to The Rabbi Fund 

Shalom School     Beverly Wallace  
 Rabbi Winston Weilheimer 
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 Thank you to everyone who sent in their Prayers 
for the Jerusalem Wall. 

 
Thank you to Rabbi Shapiro for officiating at  

Services & for “Ask the Rabbi Night.” 
 

   Thank you to the Sisterhood for the lovely “Tea” 
they created to honor Lea Moskowitz, Helen Farb 

and Barbara Kusnick.     

        3    Dr. Steve Serkin 
        3    Dr. Jacob Aaronson 
       10   Andy Dattel 
       14   Roberta Feldman 
       15   Jessica Sznapstajler 
       17   Alan Kisseloff 
       18   Sheryl Lipowitz 

       21   Valerie Kane 
       23   Debra Rodensky 
       27   Lea Moskowitz 
       29   Lorna Beck 
       29   Deena Stein 
       31    Bonnie Berns 
       31    Robert Wolfman 

Happy Birthday from Lea & Charles Moskowitz to: Dr. Steve Serkin, Dr. Jacob 
Aaronson, Andy Dattel, Roberta Feldman, Jessica Sznapstajler, Alan Kisseloff, Sheryl 
Lipowitz, Valerie Kane, Debra Rodensky, Lea Moskowitz, Lorna Beck, Deena Stein, 
Bonnie Berns, Robert Wolfman 

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION 

Rosh Chodesh Av for Hebrew Year 5785 will be celebrated from sundown  
on Friday, 25 July 2025 through nightfall on Saturday, 26 July 2025  

 

     Lisa & Dr. Richard Rhodes 

     Nancy & Kenneth Nusbaum 

     Lynda & Alan Sens   

        Robin & Ray Weiss 

     Karen & Michael Chuven 
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Have an extra hour (or two)?  Volunteer!!! 
We have several homebound congregants who have 

found a visit from a CBT Family Member is one of the 
best ways to bring a smile to their faces.  
Interested in spreading some sunshine?  

Contact Valerie Kane, our interim Chair of the Visiting 
Committee at 386-871-9909. You can help assist the  

elderly members of our congregational family. So please 
consider joining us with this important mitzvah!        

BE A CBT MITZVAH MAVEN! 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Sharing a link to AJC’s website: 
Resource for reporting Antisemitism to Federal  

Agencies, Law Enforcement, and Social Media Guidance  
(https://www.ajc.org/ReportingAntisemitism) 

 

SPREAD THE NEWS  
 

Happy to report that Anita Hochman is back home                     
recovering from her recent fall.          

 

Mazel Tov to all the families in Shalom School 

 for a sweet year. 

 

We are all looking forward to Val & Rabbi Kane’s return 
and cannot wait to hear all about their Japan trip. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT   
OUR ADVERTISERS! 

Supported in part by the Jewish Federation and the Jewish Federation Endowment Fund. 

TREE OF LIFE 
The Sanctuary of Congregation B’nai  Torah  
houses an impressive Tree of Life, donated by  
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rhodes.  
 
Stylized “Leaves” or “Foundation Stones”  
celebrate any occasion and will be engraved with 
the name of the celebrated person(s) and any  
other appropriate  information.  
 
A leaf can be added for a donation of $118. For ex-
tra special occasions, a  limited number of 
“Foundation Stones” are available for a donation of 
$500. 
 
Please call the office at (386) 672-1174 if you 
would like more information about either the  
Memorial Board or the Tree of Life. 

MEMORIAL BOARD 
The Sanctuary of Congregation B’nai Torah houses 
impressive memorial boards.   
 
Memorial plaques with the names of our dearly 
departed loved ones adorn the boards. A brass  
memorial plaque with the name of your departed 
loved one inscribed thereon can be added to the 
Memorial Board for a donation of $350. 
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  403 N. Nova Road 

  Ormond Beach, FL 32174 

  386-672-1174 

  cbtemail@mybnaitorah.org 

www.MyBnaiTorah.0rg 

RESERVE THESE DATES 

CBT SUMMER OFFICE HOURS Tues—Fri 8:30 AM—1:30 PM 
Tue         Jul                                                            Bible Study with Rabbi Merrill Shapiro  
                                                                   ON SUMMER BREAK, WILL RESUME SEPT. 2 
Thu         Jul    3/17                 9:00 AM    JPGT Breakfast, Peach Valley Café, Port Orange 
Fri           Jul    4                                        CBT Office Closed for 4th of July Holiday 

Sat          Jul      12                     5:30 PM    Sisterhood/Men’s Club Dinner (optional),         
              Concert & Fireworks, 70 Boardwalk, Daytona  
Thu         Jul    17                    2:00 PM     Sisterhood Meeting @ Synagogue       
Mon         Jul    21                    7:00 PM     CBT Board Meeting 
Thu         Jul    24                  12:00 PM     Sisterhood GAME DAY @ Pictona, Holy Hill 

Wed        Jul    30                    3:00 PM     Sisterhood CBT Educational Series Presents 
                                                                    Tisha B’Av, Speaker: Rabbi Kane 

 Officers and Trustees 
 

President:  Howard Silverstein 
Vice President: Mark Givarz 
Treasurer:  Barbara Singer 
Secretary:   Melanie Shiffman  
Trustees: Charlie Moskowitz, Sue Abel, Bonnie Berns, 
Debra Rodensky,  Semareva Friedman, Harriet Fritts,  
Ken Haberman, Ron Horowitz,  Eneida Kwetkus  and 
MaryAnn Serkin 
Religious School Chair: Valerie Kisseloff 
Sisterhood: President, Melanie Shiffman 
Men’s Club: President, Mark Givarz 
Past Co-Presidents: Adrienne Cooperman &  
Robin Freedman 

Shabbat services start at 7:00 PM each Friday 

Upcoming Events 

 

http://www.mybnaitorah.com

