
 

Nitzavim, Deuteronomy 29:9 - 30:20 

Near the day of Moshe's death he assembles the whole Jewish people and 
creates a Covenant confirming the Jewish people as the Almighty's Chosen People 
for all future generations. Moshe makes clear the consequences of rejecting God 
and His Torah as well as the possibility of repentance. He reiterates that Torah is 
readily available to everyone. He warns us against idolatry (thinking anything 
other than God has power) and assures us that eventually the Jewish people will 
do teshuva (repent) and will be redeemed and brought back to the land of Israel -- 
and those who hate the Jewish people and pursue us will get their just 
recompense. 

Nitzavim's concludes with perhaps the clearest and most powerful statement 
in the Torah about the purpose of life and the existence of freewill: "I have set 
before you this day life and good, death and evil ... the blessing and the curse. 
Therefore, choose life that you may live, you and your descendants." (Now that's a 
real Quote of the Week!) 

 


