Aikev, Deuteronomy 7:12 -11:25

Moshe continues his discourse guaranteeing the Jewish people prosperity and
good health if they follow the mitzvot, the commandments. He reminds us to look at our
history and to know that we can and should trust in God. However, we should be careful
so that we are not distracted by our material success, lest we forget and ignore God.

Moshe warns us against idolatry (the definition of idolatry is the belief that
anything other than God has power) and against self-righteousness ("Do not say
because of my virtue that God brought me to occupy this land ... but because of the
wickedness of these nations that God is driving them out before you"). He then details
our rebellions against God during the 40 years in the desert and the giving of the
Second Tablets (Moshe broke the first Tablets containing the Ten Commandments
during the sin of the Golden Calf).

This week's portion dispels a common misconception. People think that "Man
does not live by bread alone" means that a person needs additional foods beyond bread
to survive. The quotation in its entirety is, "Man does not live by bread alone ... but by all
that comes out of God's mouth" (Deut. 8:3).

The Torah then answers a question which every human being has asked of himself:
What does God want of you? "Only that you remain in awe of God your Lord, so that
you will follow all His paths and love Him, serving God your Lord with all your heart and
with all your soul. You must keep God's commandments and decrees ... so that all good
will be yours" (Deut. 10:12).



