Mishpatim, Exodus 21:1 - 24:18

One of the most mitzvah-filled Torah portions, containing 23 positive
commandments and 30 negative commandments. Included are laws regarding: the
Hebrew manservant and maidservant, manslaughter, murder, injuring a parent,
kidnapping, cursing a parent, personal injury, penalty for killing a slave, personal
damages, injury to slaves, categories of damages and compensatory restitution,
culpability for personal property damage, seduction, occult practices, idolatry, and
oppression of widows, children, and orphans.

The portion continues with the laws of: lending money, not cursing judges or
leaders, tithes, first-born sons, justice, returning strayed animals, assisting the unloading
of an animal fallen under its load, Sabbatical year, Shabbat, and the Three Festivals
(Pesach, Shavuot, and Succot).

Mishpatim concludes with the promise from the Almighty to lead us into the land
of Israel, safeguard our journey, ensure the demise of our enemies, and guarantee our
safety in the land -- if we uphold the Torah and do the mitzvot. Moses makes
preparations for himself and for the people and then ascends Mt. Sinai to receive the
Ten Commandments.



