
 

Vayigash, Genesis 44:18 - 47:27 

We left off last week with Joseph's pronouncement that he was keeping Benjamin 
as a slave for stealing his wine cup. Judah steps forward to challenge the decision and 
offers himself as a slave instead of Benjamin. Joseph is overcome with emotion, clears 
the room of all Egyptians and then reveals his identity to his unsuspecting brothers. 

The brothers are shocked! They suspect Joseph's intentions, but accept his offer to 
bring the extended family to Egypt. Jacob is initially numb and disbelieving of the news, 
but becomes very excited to see his son. 

The Torah recounts the 70 members of Jacob's family which went down to Egypt. 
Jacob reunites with Joseph, meets Pharaoh and settles with the family in the Goshen 
district. During the famine, Joseph buys up all of the property and people in Egypt for 
Pharaoh with the grain stored during the seven good years. 

 


