
 

Vayetzei, Genesis 28:10 - 32:3 

This week we have the trials and tribulations of Jacob living with and working for 
his father-in-law, Laban. Jacob agreed to work as a shepherd 7 years for Rachel only to 
have Laban switch daughters on him at the marriage ceremony. This is why we have 
the badekin ('covering' ceremony) where the groom sees the face of his bride to ensure 
he is marrying the right woman before he covers her with the veil. 

As Jacob tries to build his equity, Laban changes their agreement time after time. 
After 20 years, the Almighty tells Jacob the time has come to return to the land of 
Canaan. Jacob and his household secretly leave only to be pursued by Laban who has 
claims to put forth. The story ends with peace and blessings between Jacob and Laban. 

  


