
 

Noah, Genesis 6:9 - 11:32 

The story of one righteous man in an evil generation. The Almighty commands 
Noah to build the ark on a hill far from the water. He built it over a period of 120 years. 
People deride Noah and ask him, "Why are you building a boat on a hill?" Noah explains 
that there will be a flood if people do not correct their ways. We see from this the 
patience of the Almighty for people to correct their ways and the genius of arousing 
people's curiosity so that they will ask a question and, hopefully, hear the answer. 

The generation does not do Teshuva, returning from their evil ways, and God 
brings a flood for 40 days. They leave the ark 365 days later when the earth has once 
again become habitable. The Almighty makes a covenant and makes the rainbow the 
sign of the covenant that He will never destroy all of life again by water (hence, James 
Baldwin's book, The Fire Next Time). When one sees a rainbow it is an omen to 
do Teshuva -- to recognize the mistakes you are making in life, regret them, correct 
them/make restitution, and ask for forgiveness from anyone you have wronged as well 
as from the Almighty. 

Noah plants a vineyard, gets drunk and then occurs the mysterious incident in the 
tent after which Noah curses his grandson Canaan. The Torah portion concludes with 
the story of the Tower of Babel and then a genealogy from Noah's son, Shem, to Abram 
(Abraham). 

  


